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CHAPTER THREE 
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Have to stay 
conscious. Have to | * 
focus. Have to-- 


Have to... 

what? 
Die 

here. 


a ; LZ I'm going 
== : z Wf to die here. fo 
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Came to me...came to me --but he was lying. 

in New York, tried to talk ; They weren't coming 

me into coming to South : after me. They were 

America...said the super- Ui, fo V f f : 

natural menaces that had coming after bin te 
been coming after me 

were coming again, hard-- 


--then darkness, 
and the voice-- 


--the voice, 
old, so old-- 


is the milk 
of the 
world. 


--your only hope, 
Ezekiel, is to divert the \ 
powers you have bargained 


with, to bring them to attack 
the chosen, and in so doing 
eliminate your competition. 
Or, failing that, to convince 
him to fight them on 
your behalf-- 


"--and bring him here, to the 
beginning, to this place...that 
his blood may take the place 
of your own when the madness, 
and the death, follows." 


It's my life or yours. 
And Lintend to live. Tired or not, confused 
But for what's or not, I should have 
coming, and how run the second I 
you'll go, Iam opened my eves-- 
sorry, P. 


and true. 


Ezek- 
ézekiel? I 
don't want 

to fight 
you, I-- 


But I 
can't let 
that stop 


He was always nearly 
as strong as I was... 
but now there was the 
strength of madness... 
determined to survive 


at any cost...and I 
cn ant-— 


The face of 
the hunter. 
i, // 


Amove like this, with anybody --so for just a second, 
'd have a four-second just a second, I let 
wy myself forget who-- 


else, I'dh i 
window to move...theuy'd hit the ? /; 
floor, get up, turn-- f 
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work with him, because 
he's like me, a child of = 
the spider. Didn't see -* At 
)) it coming. Didn't feel a 
it coming. Not until-- 
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Who could 
be a better hunter 
than one who had 
been prey? 


Someone who 
would be driven to 
Fight back against the 
dark forces sent by the 
world, who would never stop 
even though they were 


bigger and more and 
perhaps even stronger 
than he was. 
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Because 
having once been 
prey, he would never 
allow himself to 
become such 
again. 


Would never 
surrender. 
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all be over 
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have any yo, A Nothing 


choice. I can do. 
a Ezekiel... 
f listen to me, 


just-- 


Your 
blood for 
mine. 


My 
blood for 


Now they will come-- 
the powers will come-- 
for my blood, my life, 
and they willfind and they 
you. will take you. 
And be 
satisfied. 


Ezekiel, YZ tp 
wait... 
Ezekiel-- 4235) 
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--not like 
this...not 
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Don't think oF 
the pain...don't 
think about 
anuthing else-- 


--just think about 
MJ. Think about MJ. 
Think about-- 
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I tried to help }{} | 
but there was |fj 
nothing I could A \ 
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can help people, without it 
there's nothing I can do-- 
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y © get startedI 
AH need a base of 
= operations, a 
company-- 
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Look, Ezekiel, we can't 
get anything done unless | : 
the full Board of Directors 
can agree on-- 


I know theu're in trouble, 

but I told them not to go, 

te) and there's no time right 
now, I can't-- 


I want to, but-- 


SS 
Nothing I 
can do-- 
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Nothing... 
I've never done 
_ anything...I had 
), the power, but What was it 
Inever..._§ for? What was 
i any of it for? 
} What-- 
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It's me you want...I'm the 
one who never did a damned 
thing with my life...not him... 

leave him alone...you want to 
take somebody...take me... 
take me...take-- 


I made 
a mistake...I 
was wrong... 
get away from 
him...get 
back... 
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Many times when he came to 
this place, he spoke of being 
a hero someday. But that 
day was always the next 
day, never this day. 


He wanted 
the power to change 
the world. But he never 
used it because he was 
too busy...and because 
he did not 
understa 


Didn't “isi | A = That he had __# 
understand 4 |) a that power long We think we 


what? yo before he ever cannot change things. 


Neal here. “We are wrong. We do 
wer yee not lack for power, or 
influence, or 
money. 
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All we ever miss...is ¥ At the end... 
the moment of decision. what else is 
At the end, he had his there? 
moment. get you toa 
doctor. I-- : 
There 
was nothing 
I could do. He 
beat me. 


{ you area 
fool. 


Your life for 

his. His life For yours. 

The part of you that 
went into him understood 
what the part of him that 

went into you never 

would. 
Your soul 
triumphed over 
his, and in so 
doing-- 


--offered 
him a chance for \-= 
redemption that 
he would never 
have again. 


And in 
return, he gave 
you something that 
you thought you 
would never have 
again. 


Takea 
look around 
and work it 


SY Wait a minute...I 


} mean, we barely.. 
shouldn't we at 
least say 


Tomorrow 
the sun will 


You can tell 
me all the reasons of 
science that it does come 
up, the orbital mechanics, 
all the laws 
thermodynamics. 


He needs 
nothing more 
great, maybe 
he doesn't, but 


And I can say that it 
will come up because 
it is meant to 
come up. 


Isee no 
contradiction. 


I still don't Know the truth. 
I mean, all this...the spider 
the way I saw it in there, 
the spider the way I...the 
way it happened to 4 

me-- 


” What's the ‘Ne 2 
truth? The magic, 
or the science? 


Pave a great vacation, You. We'll see you again when echool stants, 


